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«iter so many years of such an obvious need for a new police 
station in Smithfield, a program was finally commenced in Dec 
^ 1970 with the announcement by the Smithfield Town Council 
•<-- the suiiding of such a facility would become a priority 

item and that approval would be sought from the taxpayers at 
vne 1971 Annual Town Financial Meeting. 

Between December of 1970 and May of i97l, the members of the 
police department engaged in a public relations program to im 
press upon the people of Snuthfield the urgent need for the new 

facility. From the Smithfield Lodge No. 17, Fraternal Order of 
-olice, a committee was formed to spearhead this campaign. Mr. 
Orlando T. Spinella of the Smithfield Planning Board drew up a 
preliminary set of plans setting forth a building with a colon 
ial style as its dominant outward theme. 

At the Annual Town Financial Meeting in May of 1971, the tax 
payers of Smithfield approved a $150,000.00 bond issue for the 

construction of the new station. Shortly thereafter, the Town 
Council appointed a building committee and said committee met 
and organized on June 29, 1971. 

The building committee immediately set to work with its first 
task the selection of a site. In this respect the Town of 
omithfield was extremely fortunate when Mr. and Mrs. s. Burton 

-'■owry of Smithfield donated a large tract of land on Pleasant 

<Uew Ave. for the purpose. Adding to their generosity, Mr. and 
fcrs. Mowry gave permission for the Town to use any of their ad-
joining land as might be needed for filling in or for landscaping, 
ineir only request was that the land not be left in an unattrac-
oxve manner. Anyone viewing the site today must admit thnt the 

overall picture is as pleasant and beautiful as one would find 
anywhere and at any season of the year. 

The land itself originally was for the most part undeveloped 
*r.u the members of the Police Dept. took it upon themselves to 
work weekends during their off duty hours to develop and prepare 
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Through the cooperation of Mr. Alonzo Thurber, the Smithfield 

Highway Commissioner, highway trucks were lo-med to the police 

on weekends -ind holidays. Several off duty officers of the reg 

ular force and some of the part time officers drove the trucks ' 
hauling fill from one part of the site to another. Mr. Abbott 

Katzman of Kane Rd. Sraithfield very generously provided a bull 

dozer and a huge road scraper with operators at no cost to the . 

Town. Mr. Donald R. Carlton of Sraithfield spent several week- ! 
ends operating heavy equipment. Mr. William Davis sent workers ! 

from his company, Bill's Greenville Tree Service, to clear the j 

land. Many persons, some of whom were never identified, dropped j 

off refreshments to the men as they worked preparing the site. 

Quite often families of the officers' would be present and it was 

not uncommon to see their young sons and daughters happily rid 

ing in the heavy trucks as they bounced from one end of the site 

to another. Countless spectators added their moral support by 

just being there. After several weeks of hard work, this phase 

was completed -md the site was ready for the start of construc 

tion. Contractors who witnessed the this work as it progressed 

and was completed, estimated that had this site work gone out on 

contract it probably would have cost in the neighborhood of some 

$30,000.00. 

In the meantime, John A. Tessaglia AIA of North Providence hnd 

been selected as the architect and set forth finalizing the plans. 

In October of 1971 it was learned that there was a possibility 

of obtaining a grant from the Economic Development Administration 

of the United States Department of Commerce and an application was 

filed. Through the assistance of Senator Claiborne Pell,from the 

Stale of Rhode Island, a grmt was obtained and on Feb. 23, -1972 

Senator Pell's office announced th-«t the Economic Development Ad 

ministration had approved the amount of $?37,600.00 to aid in the 

construction and equipping of the new station. 

The project went out to public bid on April 7, 1972 and on May 

6, 1972 the contract was awarded to the low bidder, the Piti Build 
ing Co. of Cranston, R.I. 

Groundbreaking ceremonies were held on Saturday, May 27, 1972 and 

the final phase of the Jong awaited project was at last underway. 
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Even with unavoidable delays which usually always occur in con 

struction, the building was completed in what might be record time 

and on Nov. 16, 197?, the Police Department moved into the new fa 

cility and immediately and hapnily began operating from the new 

home. 

As is probably commonplace among all building committees after 

a project has been completed, we looked back at the problems en 

countered, the hard work involved and even the occasional humor 

ous incidents and only those who have served on building committ 

ees know the hard work, long hours, the criticisms and disappoint 

ments encountered before the final goal is reached. 

Since its very inception this Committee has been an excellent 

working group. The selection of Mr. Tessaglia as the architect 

proved to be practical and advantageous especially with his off 

ice being cDose by in neighboring North Providence. Mr. Tessag-

lia is a member of the American Institute of Architects and a 

very capable man in bis field, who made himself available at al 

most anytime. It was a fnirly common occurence to have members 

of the committee running back and forth to his office to discuss 

and work out the ma.ior and minor problems. 

It might be well to laud the selection of the Piti Building Co. 

as the general contractor for its president, Joseph Piti, is a 

Smithfield resident and took much more than a passing or business 

interest in the project. Mr. Piti seemingly made himself avail 

able around the clock , never failed to attend meetings, was al 

ways receptive to proposed changes even suggesting many himself. 

He would also point put w »ys in which we were able to save money 

and it was not unusuil to find him nights and weekends here 

assisting us in something which was not part of the general con 

tract. If we seem strong in praise of Mr. Piti, it is because 

we feel that he well deserving of it and the taxpayers of Smith-

field should be quite satisfied with his service. 
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With the original funds appropriated by the Town of Smithfield 

and the fedenl assistance prant from the Economic Development 

Administration, the fina] cost of the project approaches some 

If.307,600.00. This figure does not take into consideration the 

obviously high value of the land, which Mr. and Mrs. Mowry do 

nated to the Town, nor does it take into consideration the very 

sizeable amount of money saved by the donation of services nnd 

equipment in the site preparation. 

We of the Building Committee have sincerely tried our utmost 

to successfully complete this project and make this facility one 

of the most attractive yet practical police stations anywhere. 

If we have failed in any manner this just illustrates that we 

are mere mortals and as such can never reach perfection. 

Obviously it is impossible to seek out and thank each and every 

one who helped in anyway to build this station and unfortunately, 

if we did try, we know that inadvertently we would forget someone. 

Therefore we fervently hope that our .sincere appreciation to all, 

as expressed here and now, will be sufficient to attain and accom 

plish that intent. 

James H. McVey 

Deputy Chief of Police 

Secretary-Building; Committee 
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